
FACULTY SENATE SUMMARIZED MINUTES 

2014-2015 FACULTY SENATE 
November 25, 2014  

The Faculty Senate meeting for November 25 was called to order at 3:00 p.m. in the Roberts Room of 
Scholes Hall. Faculty Senate President Pamela Pyle presided.  

ATTENDANCE 

Guests Present: Allen Ernst-UNM West and Branch Initiatives; Amy Neel-Speech and Hearing Sciences; 
Melinda Tinkle-Faculty Senate Honorary Degree; Tomas Aguirre-Dean of Students; Michael Trujillo – 
Chicana/o Studies Program; John Carr-Geography; Dorothy Anderson-VP of Human Resources. 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

The agenda was approved as written. 

1. Approval of summarized minutes for October 28, 2014 meeting

The minutes were approved as written with no abstentions.

The minutes from Special Faculty Senate meeting for November 11, 2014 will be approved at the
January 27, 2014 meeting.

2. Memorial Minute for Dr. Flora Clancy

Flora Simmons Clancy, Professor of Art History in the Department of Art and Art History, passed 
away on October 20th after a six-month battle with cancer.  Dr. Clancy received her BFA from 
Pratt Institute, and both her MFA and PhD degrees from Yale.  She initially came to UNM as a 
full-time Lecturer in the fall of 1979 prior to the completion of her doctoral dissertation; she had 
previously taught at Colgate University.  After rising through the faculty ranks at UNM, Dr. Clancy 
became chair of the Department of Art and Art History in the fall of 1997, a position she held until 
2000.  She retired from UNM in 2005. 

Dr. Clancy was an expert in PreColumbian art history, with a specific emphasis in Mayan art.  In 
addition to multiple articles and book chapters, she published the book Maya: Treasures of an 
Ancient Civilization in 1985; Pyramids in 1994; Sculpture in the Ancient Maya Plaza: The Early 
Classical Period in 1999; and The Monuments of Piedras Negras, An Ancient Mayan City in 
2009.  In 1991 she co-edited, with Peter Harrison, Vision and Revision in Maya Studies.   

A memorial service will be held at UNM’ s Alumni Chapel at 3 p.m. on December 4th.  In lieu of 
flowers, donations can be made to Dumbarton Oaks in Washington, DC in Flora’s name to benefit 
the study of PreColumbian art. 
A memorial service will be held at UNM’s Alumni Chapel at 3:00 p.m. on Thursday, December 4. 

3. Faculty Senate President’s Report

Faculty Senate President Pyle and Health Science Center (HSC) Chancellor Paul Roth discussed
and finalized a plan that HSC Degree Candidates will be approved by the HSC Board and the
Main Campus Candidates will be approved by the Academic/Student Affairs Research (ASAR)
Committee with both being approved by the Board of Regents (BOR). Regent Quillen and Regent
Hosmer stated that degrees from the HSC side are being bogged down in the curriculum
workflow at Dean and Registrars level. Faculty Senate President Pyle will work with Associate
Vice President of Enrollment Management Terry Babbitt to resolve this issue.
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Following the November 11, 2014 Special Faculty Senate meeting discussion on Results 
Oriented Management, Faculty Senate President Pamela Pyle will be meeting with schools and 
colleges individually to discuss their comments and concerns. Faculty Senate President Pyle 
expressed that there are more creative ways to evaluate faculty’s work. Faculty Senate Pyle 
requested for Senators to communicate their thoughts with her before holiday break. 
 
The Faculty Focus is scheduled for Thursday, December 4, 2014 at 5:15 p.m. in George Pearl 
Hall located in the School of Architecture and Planning building. Faculty around campus will be 
honored at this event that will be showing their work. The three revolving BOR will be recognized 
for their service.  
 
The display of political signs throughout campus is allowed.  
 
Dean of Students Tomas A. Aguirre reported on four students who were in a car accident over 
the weekend. Two of the students are at home and the other two have passed. Briana Hillard was 
a senior in Business Administration and a sister in Pi Beta Phi. Matthew Grant was a senior in 
Criminology and Psychology a member of Sigma Alpha Epilson. Dean Aguirre is working with 
both of their colleges for them to be awarded Posthumous Degrees. Julia Thompson is at home. 
She is a junior studying Speech and Hearing and Psychology. Joe Mendoza is at home. He is a 
junior studying Mass Communications. Dean Aguirre follows the Student Incident Grid which 
opens communication regarding the incident and what is needed in a timely manner which 
involved the President, Provost and Deans.  
 

4. Provost’s Report 
 
Provost Chaouki Abdallah reported that the budget is uncertain but the University of New Mexico 
expects a 2% increase with some compensation coming from the State.  
 
The cost for students is around $1300 a semester that does not include text book fees. There are 
ways to help students save money. For example, faculty will order their materials that student 
need early in the previous semester so students are able to purchase used books.  This will help 
students save money, bookstores and publishers to keep their revenue and help students get the 
materials needed to learn their field. 
 
Honorary Degree Nominations 
Honorary Degree Committee Chair Melinda Tinkle (College of Nursing) presented the 2015 
Honorary Degree Candidates. The 2015 Honorary Candidates have been previously considered 
and approved by the Honorary Degree Committee and the Faculty Senate Graduate Committee, 
ballots with the candidate’s biography was distributed to senators. 

An open discussion of the candidates required a closed session. Confidentiality is maintained 
until the process is complete. The Faculty Senate voted unanimously to move into closed 
Executive Session to discuss the limited personnel matter related to the Honorary Degree 
candidates. All non-senators were asked to leave the room for the discussion. The Senate 
discussed the candidate and asked questions of Professor Tinkle. After the discussion concluded, 
the Faculty Senators turned in their ballots. The Faculty Senate unanimously voted to re-open the 
meeting. 

After re-opening the meeting and allowing for non-senators to be reseated, the Faculty Senate 
unanimously voted to certify that the matter discussed in Executive Session was limited to the 
Honorary Degree Candidate. 
 

5. 2014-2015 Faculty Senate Committee Appointments 
 
The 2014-2015 Faculty Senate Committees appointments were approved by unanimous voice 
vote of the Faculty Senate.  
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
Fall 2014 Degree Candidates 
 
The Fall 2014 Degree Candidates were approved by unanimous voice vote of the Faculty Senate. 
 

6. Form D – Graduate Certificate in Law, Enviroment, and Geography 
 
Assistant Professor of Geography John Carr presented on Form D Graduate Certificate in Law, 
Enviroment, and Geography. The program is for one year. The proposal is part of a broader 
planning process that the Department of Geography has been working on for the past five years. 
Within the last 8 years, the Department of Geography increased from a two member department 
to a 10 member department. When the proposal was first submitted there were three faculty 
members with Law Degrees which brought a strength to their department by pushing a focus to 
law enviroment in Geography that includes an Undergraduate Minor. A shared credit degree 
program was recently created with Enviromental Economics. The idea is to use the faculty and 
the shared credits to create a product that can offer students into the program.  
 
Form D, Graduate Certificate in Law, Enviroment, and Geography was approved by unanimous 
voice vote of the Faculty Senate. 
 

7. Faculty Athletics Representative Report to the Faculty Senate 
 
Faculty Athletics Representative Amy Neel reported to the Faculty Senate. Her representation for 
the Faculty Athletics is a NCAA mandated position by the Athletic Association. Every NCAA 
school has to have a Faculty Athletics representative. One of two faculty venues for Academic 
oversight of the Athletics Department. The other is the Faculty Senate Athletics Council Chaired 
by Alfred Mathewson from School of Law. The Athletic Council has a Academic Integrity sub-
committee Chaired by Marie Lobo from College of Nursing. The Faculty Athletics Representative 
is a representative of the institution and its faculty while assisting in maintaining the welfare of 
student athletes. The University of North Carolina under went a review to obtain results for a 
comprehensive report of academic integrity issues at their University. A Student Services 
Manager named Debbie Krager from the African American Studies Program devised independent 
courses for struggling students.  Student Athletes were steered to take these courses. A number 
of faculty and administrators were aware of these irregularities but took no action. The NCAA did 
not fine irregularities at the time this was occuring but they are now investigating the University. 
Representative Neel assured the Faculty Senate that these irregularities will not happen at the 
University of New Mexico. She has put in place the Academic Integrity sub-committee to review 
all courses who have high enrollment of student athletes. This will be reviewed at the beginning of 
each semester. If there is a course of concern Representative Neel will meet with the advisor and 
the faculty. After every semester Representative Neel will receive the athletes grades to monitor 
any issues. She encouraged all faculty who have questions or concerns to contact her.  
 

8. Foundations of Excellence Self-Study Report from the First Year Steering Committee 
 
Associate Vice Provost Greg Heilman and Associate Professor of Speech and Hearing Amy Neel 
reported on the Foundations of Excellence Self-Study Report from the First Year Steering 
Committee.  
 

















 
 



9. UNM Healthcare Benefits 
 
Vice President of Human Resources Dorothy Anderson and Executive Physician-in-Chief of UNM 
Health System Michael Richards reported on UNM Healthcare Benefits.  











 
 

Meeting adjourned at 5:00 p.m. 


