
FACULTY SENATE SUMMARIZED MINUTES 

2014-2015 FACULTY SENATE 
January 27, 2015  

 

The Faculty Senate meeting for January 27 was called to order at 3:00 p.m. in the Roberts Room of 
Scholes Hall. Faculty Senate President Pamela Pyle presided.  

ATTENDANCE 

Guests Present: Shelly McLaughlin-Emergency Medical School; Tomas Aguirre-Dean of Student; Trish 
Steinbrecher-College of Education; Florencio Olguin-Anderson School of Management; Lisa Lindquist-
Dean of Students 

APPROVAL OF THE AGENDA 

The agenda was approved as written. 

1. Approval of summarized minutes for November 25, 2014 meeting

The minutes were approved as written with no abstentions.

Approval of summarized minutes for November 11, 2014 Special Results Oriented
Management (ROM) meeting.

The minutes were approved as written with no abstentions.

2. Posthumous Degree Request for Briana Hillard

Anderson School of Management Student Success Specialist Florencio Olguin presented the 
following request, Posthumous Bachelor of Business Administration in Marketing for Briana 
Hillard. The request was approved by unanimous vote of the Faculty.  

http://facgov.unm.edu/actions/Attendance/1415Attendance.pdf
http://facgov.unm.edu/actions/Attendance/1415Attendance.pdf


3. Posthumous Degree Request for Matthew Grant  

Dean of Students Student Affairs Specialist Lisa Lindquist presented the following request, 
Posthumous Bachelor of Arts & Sciences in Sociology Matthew Grant. The request was approved 
by unanimous vote of the Faculty. 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



4. Faculty Senate President’s Report 

At the last Board of Regents meeting Regent Jamie Koch proposed a pre-emptive salary increase 
for the top tier faculty. Faculty Senate President Pamela Pyle is concerned that this decision will 
affect the moral of the institution. Every time a barrel of oil goes down $1 the State of New Mexico 
loses $7 million. There is a Committee at the University that is researching how to find internal 
reductions. There is faculty representation on that Committee.  

The Faculty Focus was held on Thursday, December 4, 2014, all but one Regent attended. 
Regent Robert Doughty will be attending the next Regent Adopt-A-College at the School of 
Engineering on March 30 and 31, 2015. 

Several years ago the Faculty Senate structure was re-organized under the Presidency of Doug 
Fields. Faculty Senate President Pamela Pyle is in the process of meeting with the Faculty 
Senate Council Chairs to see what works and does not. The Faculty Senate will need to vote on 
the new structure to either continue or to return to previous structure. 

The Faculty Senate expressed interest in the Results Oriented Management system at a Faculty 
Senate meeting but Faculty Senate President Pamela Pyle has received minimal feedback. She 
encouraged Senators to contact her if they are interested. 

In Spring 2015 there will be a Symposium regarding Free Speech, and Respectful Campus 
hosted by Associate Provost Virginia Scharff from the Office of the Provost. 

5. President’s Report Information 

University President Robert Frank reminded Faculty Senators that the Professors of Practice 
policy will be up for approval in the next couple of weeks.  It is an important issue to the University 
as it has come out of every Department University wide. Many programs are ready to implement 
the plan. President Frank encouraged all Faculty Senators to encourage their faculty colleagues 
to endorse this policy even if it does not affect all departments. This policy will allow the University 
to bring in people from outside of the University that can share their real life experiences but that 
are not tenure track faculty. 

Jill Pilgrim from Pilgrim and Associates came to the University to speak to students, staff and 
others regarding sexual harassment, assault etc. She is reviewing the residence halls and 
Athletics that have had reports of these issues. The University is working on having an office 
solely for these issues for students, staff, and faculty to get assistance. There is a complaint from 
the Department of Justice on the University regarding some incidences that occurred last year. 
The University will be under investigation. President Frank informed the Faculty Senators that the 
University had already started their own investigation and will continue to work on how to make 
this a safe campus. 

President Frank updated the Faculty Senators regarding the budget. The last report he received 
was that there was $140 million based on data from December 2014 when oil was much higher 
than it is currently. A request to get an update has been submitted reflecting the decreased oil 
price. The hope is for money not to be taken from the University and that the funding formula, will 
be approved for capital projects to be passed such as the; Health Science Center to finish Phase 
III of learning space, Ferris Engineering Center and the Interdisciplinary Science Center. There is 
low enrollment for the Fall and Spring.  

6. Provost’s Report 

The University’s Branch campuses at one time used to report to the Office of the Provost for 
Academic Affairs. At each branch campus there is an Executive Director and Dean of Instruction. 
Under President David Schmidly, the Executive Directors started to report to the Office of the 
President. About two years ago, President Frank appointed Associate Provost Wynn Goering to 
be the interface for the branch campuses. Since Wynn Goering now is the Chief Executive Officer 
of UNM West, the Branch Campuses are now reporting back to the Office of the Provost for 



Academic Affairs starting January 1, 2015. Faculty Retiree Jerry Dominguez serves currently as 
the interface for the branch campuses. 

The Vice President for Research Search Committee met; there were 53 candidates for the 
position. There were 9 interviews and there will be 5 candidates visiting campus. The goal is to 
have the Vice President for Research to be hired this year.  

The search will begin for a Special Assistant to the President for Global Initiatives for the Global 
Education Office. Past Faculty Senate President Richard Holder will be representing the faculty 
on the Search Committee. 

Last Spring a Faculty Work Life survey was conducted through the Chronicle of Higher Education 
to see which colleges are the best to work for. There was minimal participation. Another survey 
was conducted that was professionally administered. There were 160 faculty participants from the 
main campus. This eliminates the concerns University Wide such as issues of childcare, what 
schools faculty work at etc.  

 CONSENT AGENDA TOPICS  

7. 2014-2015 Faculty Senate Committee Appointments  

The 2014-2015 Faculty Senate Committees appointments were approved by unanimous voice 
vote of the Faculty Senate. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



8. Forms C 
 

AGENDA TOPICS 
The following Form C’s were approved by voice vote of the Faculty Senate: 
 
UG A.A. Early Childhood Multicultural Education Revision 
UG Honors College Designation Revision 
UG B.A. Interdisciplinary Liberal Arts Revision 
UG Interdisciplinary Studies Minor Name Change 
Grad M.S. Physics with a concentration in Astrophysics New 
Grad Ph.D. Physics with a concentration in Astrophysics New 
UG Early Childhood Multicultural Education Certificate (VA) Revision 
UG B.S. Mechanical Engineering Revision 
UG B.S. Computer Science Revision  
UG B.S. Environmental Science Revision 
UG B.S. Science in Computer Engineering Revision 
UG B.S. Science in Electrical Engineering Revision 
UG A.S. Nursing (TA) Revision 
UG B.S. Mechanical Engineering Nanoscience & Nanotechnology Concentration New 
Grad M.A. Special Education - Learning and Behavioral Exceptionalities Revision 
UG B.A. Dance Revision 
Grad Ph.D. Educational Linguistics Revision 
Grad M.S. Architecture 
UG A.A. Criminal Justice (TA) 
UG B.S.Ed. Special Ed/Elementary Ed Dual License Program 
Grad M.S.N. Concentration: Nurse-Midwifery Revision 
Grad M.S.N. Concentration: Nursing Education Revision 
Grad M.S.N. Concentration: Pediatric Nurse Practitioner Revision 
UG B.S. Radiologic Sciences Nuclear Medicine Revision 
UG CERT Position Emission Tomography (Radiologic Sciences-Nuclear Medicine) Deletion 
UG B.S. Radiologic Sciences - Nuclear Medicine Concentration Revision 
UG B.S. Radiologic Sciences Nuclear Medicine Concentration Revision 
UG B.S. Radiologic Sciences Radiography emphasis: Management Deletion 
UG B.S. Radiologic Sciences - Radiography Concentration Name Change 
UG B.S. Radiologic Sciences - Radiography Concentration Revision 
Grad Ph.D. Doctor of Philosophy in Nursing Revision 
Grad M.S.N. Concentration Nursing Administration Revision 
Grad M.S.N. Concentration ACNP/Adult Gerontology (ACNP) Revision 
Grad M.S.N. Concentration: Family Nurse Practitioner (FNP) Revision 
Grad Ph.D. Doctor of Physical Therapy Revision 

AGENDA TOPICS  

9. Request to add Mechanical Engineering ME217 (Energy, Environment and Society) to UNM 
Core  

Professor of Mechanical Engineering Tariq Khraishi reported on the request to add Mechanical 
Engineering ME217 to UNM Core. This is not a technical course; it was developed originally in 
response to the Engineering accreditation which requires a long list of outcomes that is from the 
program. Half of the outcomes relate to societal impacts of technology. As an evaluator for 
accreditation one of the hardest challenges that Professor Khraishi recognizes is finding those 
topics in most engineering curricula. The Mechanical Engineering Department created this as a 
way to have an identifiable place in the curricula. The request is to approve ME217 to be placed 
into the Social Science part of the Core. As a practical matter, Professor Khraishi routinely 
approves this as a substitute for the students but would like to make it a rule, not an exception. In 
the School of Engineering the Mechanical Engineering Department feel uncomfortable that they 
do not have presence in the Core, and yet societal impact in technologies are a very important. 
The course is taught and was developed by engineering faculty.  

Form D, Mechanical Engineering ME217 (Energy, environment and Society) Core Course was 
approved by unanimous vote of the Faculty Senate. 



10. Fiscal Year 2016 Budget Development Update  

Associate Vice President Andrew Cullen was not available to present this item to the Faculty 
Senate. The item was differed and will be scheduled at another Faculty Senate meeting.  

11. Innovation Academy  

Senior Vice Provost Carol Parker reported on the Innovation Academy. 













 

 

12. Trip to Santa Fe Sponsored by the HSC Council: Faculty Education of Legislators on UNM 
Day, February 9, 2015  

Health Science Center Council Chair Lee Brown reported to the Faculty Senate that one of his 
goals as Chair is to have HSC Council members be more active in educating legislatures in Santa 
Fe. He announced that any faculty who are interested in attending UNM Day scheduled February 
9, 2015 can ride with him and other faculty on a bus to Santa Fe. HSC Chancellor Paul Roth will 
be providing funds to pay for the transportation. HSC Council Chair Lee Brown worked with Chief 
Strategic Advisor of HSC Vanessa Hawker who leads the lobbying in Santa Fe. HSC Chancellor 
Roth will fund the transportation for faculty to go to Santa Fe to meet with legislatures. The faculty 
attending will encourage legislatures to help support the University’s mission which is more than 
what they have done in the past. The faculty will meet at a central place at 10:30 a.m. and will 
check-in at the University’s main headquarters in Santa Fe. HSC Strategic Planner Vanessa 
Hawker will train faculty on how to speak with legislatures. There will be lunch provided for those 
participating. HSC Vice-Chair Coffee Brown will have a display showing the work of faculty.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



13. Legislative Update  

Interim Director of Governmental Relations Connie Beimer reported on the legislative update. 























 

Meeting adjourned at 5:00 p.m. 


