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Six-year Graduation Rates
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The Credit Hour Problem at UNM

Avg. number of credit hours by college for bachelor’s degree recipients at UNM during the 2011-12 academic year.
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UNM – Credit Hour Minimums

The three manuals containing policies related to governance and
operation of UNM (Board of Regents’ Policy Manual, Faculty
Handbook , University Administrative Policies and Procedures
Manual) do not consider this issue.

The only policy we have discovered related to the minimum number of
credit hours required for a baccalaureate degree program at UNM is in
the University Catalog:

“Candidates for an undergraduate bachelor’s degree must meet
the following University minimum degree requirements and are
subject to the following University limitations:
–A minimum of 128 semester hours of earned credit is required.
– . . .”
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Min. Credit Hrs. – Other States

Min. Credit Hours
Institution Bachelor’s Degree Notes

Policy allows for exceptions; however,
Arizona State University 120 all programs, including those in architecture

and engineering, meet the minimum.
University of Arizona 120

University of California–Riverside 180 (quarter system) Equates to 120 semester credit hrs.

University of Colorado–Boulder 120
University of Colorado–Denver 120
Florida International University 120

University of Iowa 120
University of Kansas 120

University of Missouri-Columbia 120
University of Nebraska–Lincoln 120
University of Nevada–Las Vegas 120

University of Oklahoma 120
University of Tennessee 120

(Texas System) 120 credit hours is the legislated maximum,
Texas A&M University–College Station 120 withexceptions allowed. Texas State Law

Texas Tech University on Excessive Underg. Hours assesses a
The University of Texas at Arlington penalty for exceeding 30 hours beyond
The University of Texas at Austin those required for degree.
The University of Texas at El Paso

University of Houston
Oklahoma State University 120 Some programs are as high as 150 credit hrs.

University of Utah 122
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Min. Credit Hrs. – New Mexico Institutions

Min. Credit Hours
Institution Bachelor’s Degree Notes

Eastern New Mexico University 128
New Mexico Highlands University 128

New Mexico State 128 At least 48 hrs. numbered
300 and above.

New Mexico Tech University 130
Northern New Mexico College 128

Western New Mexico University 128
University of New Mexico 128
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Avg. Credit Hrs. – Other States

Avg. number of credit hours accumulated by graduates.
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Excess Credit Hrs. – Other States

Excess credit hours accumulated by graduates as a percentage of the minimum required for the degree.
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Reducing Credit Hrs. – The Savings

State of Florida. Within six months of enacting legislation, statewide
inventory of degree programs reduced by 1,571 credit hours. At the
University of Florida the produced a savings of nearly 56,000 credit
hours annually, i.e., approximately 400 additional four-year
degrees/year without changing the overall enrollment level.

Univ. of Wisconsin. Enacted changes similar to those in Florida.
Over the next sixteen years, the average number of credit hours
attempted by graduates reduced from 145 to 132. This change has
allowed the university to accommodate 15,000 additional students
through 2009-10, as compared to what would have been possible by
1993-94 rules.
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Recommendations

Enact policy that reduces the minimum number of credit hours
required for a baccalaureate degree at UNM from 128 to 120

—
before the state legislature does it for us!
(Many of our peer institutions have demonstrated that this is possible
while also maintaining program quality.)
Work with academic departments to review all degree programs, with
the goal of reducing degree requirements in order to match the 120
credit hour minimum, with exceptions allowed if compelling academic
reasons are provided.
Create four-year semester-by-semester road maps for all programs, and
provide mechanisms for tracking the progress of students relative to
these road maps.
Create degree road maps that may be customized to a student’s
particular circumstances — e.g., that start at the math course a
student tests into, or that incorporate work completed at other
institutions in the state (taking into account articulation agreements).
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Degree Plans (degrees.unm.edu)
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Degree Plans
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Degree Plan Graph
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