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The University of New Mexico Faculty Senate 
Meeting Minutes 
January 25, 2022 

3:00-4:30 P.M. 
ONLINE 

(Pending approval at the February 22, 2002, Faculty Senate Meeting) 
 
 

1.  Approval of the Agenda 
    The agenda was approved.        
 
 
2.  Approval of the November 21, 2021, Meeting Minutes   
     The November 23, 2021, minutes were approved. 

 
 

3.  Provost’s Report 
     Provost James Holloway reported the following. 
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4.  Faculty Senate President’s Report  
     Faculty Senate President Finnie Coleman reported the following. 

• There will be a COVID update later in the meeting. 
• The University needs a plan if there is a larger breakout of the pandemic among 

faculty. The expectation is that instruction will not stop if a faculty member contracts 
COVID. There needs to be conversations at the department level about what it is that 
we want to accomplish. Discussions need to continue. There should be an online 
option rather than canceling class(es). 

• Faculty Governance elections will begin soon. President Coleman has reached his 
term-limit and cannot run for President this coming year.  Please consider serving in 
this capacity. It is time-consuming and President Coleman can explain the intricacies 
of the position. Operations Committee members will be elected too, once the new 
Senate has been elected. 

• Finnie asks for 2-3 people to work with him on developing a caucus system for the 
Faculty Senate. It would allow more flexibility and opportunity to discuss issues that 
are not conducive to a senate meeting. 

• FHB Policy C07 was pulled off the SSTAR meeting agenda. It was not taken up for 
business. It was not tabled. Provost Holloway presented a list of concerns that 
University Counsel has. Ops will get it back to SSTAR as soon as possible. 

 

5.  CONSENT AGENDA 
     The consent agenda was approved. 
  

Forms C from the Curricula Committee   
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6.  Form D: New Graduate Certificate Technical and Professional Communication  
     Julianne Newmark, Principal Lecturer and Assistant Chair for Core Writing 
     Coordinator of Technical & Professional Communication presented the following. 
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The Faculty Senate approved the Form D, New Graduate Certificate Technical and 
Professional Communication  
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7.  Faculty Handbook Policy D175    
      Faculty Handbook Policy D175 was approved. It will now go to President Stokes for  
      consideration. 
 
 
8.  Faculty Handbook Policy D176 
     Faculty Handbook Policy D176 was approved. It will now go to President Stokes for  
     consideration. 
 
 
9.  Banner 9 Faculty Self-Service Grade Entry 
       Registrar Sheila Jurnak and Nadir  Khalil  Manager, Core IT Services: IT Applications   
       presented the Following 
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10.  COVID-19 Update 
      David E. Pitcher, MD, Executive Physician for UNM Health System and Senior Associate     
      Dean for Clinical Affairs presented the following. 
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UNM Health System Bed Capacity
 UNM Hospital has been running at over 100% occupancy for greater than one year now, beginning with the first major surge that began in October of 2020.

 Even as the COVID positive census has surged with the Omicron variant, delayed care and a surge in non-COVID related illness has kept us in a very high     
census status.

 Crisis Standards of Care in place at UNMH and SRMC since November given the significant surge in patients from all causes and the ongoing high census   
status at both institutions.

 COVID positive census represents >20%% of the overall health system patient census on any given day. UNM HS currently averaging a daily census of 140  
COVID positive patients.

 Rural hospitals are struggling to keep staff and maintain services, so more patients are seeking care here and in other metro systems.

 Since January of 2021, UNMH has been running near 130 to 140% occupancy for both adult beds and adult ICU beds.

 Significant increase in utilization of traveling staff and locums providers to provide care.

 DOD has provided a team of physicians and support staff to assist UNMH. FEMA will be doing the same in the near future for both UNMH and SRMC.

 Continued limited ability to manage outside transfers in to the organization. Many non-urgent surgical procedures being cancelled or delayed to make room 
for COVID and other patients. Outpatient staff being redeployed to support inpatient care and clinics are reducing access as a result.

 Significant burnout and wellness concerns among faculty, staff, residents, and students.

 
 
 
 
11.  Public Comment 
      There was not public comment. 
 
 
12.  Meeting adjourned at 5:00 p.m. 


