
Branch Community 
Colleges Council

• Report to Faculty Senate, November 25, 
2025



UNM Branch 
Campuses: 
Who Are 
We?

• "Branch community college educational 
program", for the purposes of Chapter 21, 
Article 14 NMSA 1978, includes either the 
first two years of college education or 
organized vocational and technical 
curricula of not more than two years' 
duration designed to fit individuals for 
employment in recognized occupations, 
or both.
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UNM Branch Campuses: Who Are We?



Branch 
Community 
Colleges 
Council

• Support Staff:
• Theresa Sherman

• GALLUP
• Tracy Lassiter
• Kristian Simcox 

(BCCC Co-Chair)
• LOS ALAMOS

• Joan Lucas
• Min Ro

• TAOS
• Paul Allen
• Jaime Knight
• Megan Murphy
• Peter Walker

• VALENCIA
• Justin Bendell
• Steven Romero 

(BCCC Co-Chair)



Branch 
Community 

Colleges 
Council: Who 

Are We?

• BCCC:
• highlights the academic and professional 

contributions of UNM branch community college 
faculty

• fosters collaboration, communication, and 
camaraderie between faculty members on all UNM 
campuses

• proactively ensures the Senate is aware of issues 
that are specific to branch community colleges 
when making decisions affecting branch community 
colleges

• proactively brings matters to the Senate that are 
specific to branch community colleges that may 
warrant supportive action by the Senate

• actively champions student success



BCCC: 
Priorities and 
Projects

• Getting our students “college ready”
• Per FHB A68: “Through the Faculty Senate, 

[BCCC will collaborate] with leadership in 
Academic Affairs and Student Affairs on 
Albuquerque campuses pertaining to student 
success initiatives that increase retention and 
graduation rates of branch community college 
students who transfer to Albuquerque 
campuses”

• What more can we do to prepare our transfer 
students to UNM-Albuquerque?

• What resources are in place in Albuquerque 
for our transfer students?



BCCC: 
Priorities and 
Projects

• Expanding access to four-year degrees
• UNM Branch Community Colleges do not 

grant four-year degrees
• There are existing partnerships between ABQ 

and the Branches to make some four-year 
degrees more accessible to students who 
complete coursework on the Branch 
campuses



BCCC: 
Priorities and 
Projects

• Expanding access to resources and 
opportunities
• Per FHB A68, the BCCC will attend to “Branch 

community college faculty inclusion on 
committees, projects, professional 
development, and research opportunities 
made available to UNM faculty”

• Support for teaching
• E.g., Golden Paw Certification

• Support for professional development
• E.g., Leadership Training



Thank You!
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