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The Department of Spanish and Portuguese at the University of New Mexico has been offering a de facto Dual MA degree in

Spanish and Portuguese for over a decade. Although this program has been operational and successful, it has not been

formally recognized in the university's catalog. In response to the need for formalization and to ensure transparency and clarity

for current and prospective students, the department is undertaking the process of officially establishing the Dual MA degree.

Following discussions with the Graduate Committee, Department Chair, and faculty peers during a meeting on October 8, 2025,

the new Graduate Director, effective August 2025 (and submitter of this curriculum form) is proposing the formalization

process through Kuali submission. This initiative aims to align the department's offerings with university standards, thereby

enhancing the program's visibility and credibility.

The proposed distribution of degree requirements for the Dual MA Spanish-Portuguese degree reflects current departmental

practices.
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Degree Undergraduate & Graduate (dual

degree/shared credit program)

Dual MA Spanish and Portuguese

Dual Degree

Shared Credit or Dual Degree 16.0908 Hispanic and Latin American Languages,

Literatures, and Linguistics, General

No

Existing courses Revised courses New Courses Total Credits

Dual MA in Spanish and Portuguese_Summary.docx

No duplication was found in UNM Catalog that overlap

existing offerings.

--

MA in Spanish and Portuguese.pdf

Dual MA in Spanish and Portuguese_Summary.docx
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Pre-proposal Executive Summary 

Program Duplication Correspondence

Pre-proposal Approved?
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Proposal File Upload 

HED Submission Documents
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The Dual Master of Arts in Spanish and Portuguese program is designed to provide students with advanced knowledge of

the languages, literatures, and cultures of the Spanish and Portuguese-speaking worlds. This interdisciplinary program

combines coursework, research, and cultural immersion to equip students with the skills and expertise needed to succeed in

a variety of fields, including academia, international business, government, and non-profit organizations.

1. Currently being enrolled in the MA program in either Spanish or Portuguese at UNM. All students in the Spanish M.A. in

Spanish program applying for Portuguese as part of Dual MA will need to choose the Portuguese specialization

requirements. All students in the Portuguese M.A. in Spanish as part of the Dual MA will choose one of the three areas

of concentration in Spanish: Hispanic Linguistics, Hispanic Literature, and Hispanic Southwest Studies.

2. Have completed at least two semesters (typically 18 credit hours) of coursework in the MA program (either MA in

Spanish or MA in Portuguese).

Yes

Post-licensure

No

No
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Complete all of the following

Earn at least 21 credits from the following types of courses:

21 credit hours of ONE concentration (CON Hisp Lit, CON Hisp Ling, CON SW, or CON Port) in consultation with

an advisor.

Complete the following:

SPAN502 - Proseminar: Research and Critical Methodology (3)

Complete the following:

SPAN541 - Approaches to Language Teaching Methodology (3)

Earn at least 6 credits from the following types of courses:

relevant electives

Earn at least 21 credits from the following types of courses:

21 credit hours from another concentration different from the first one completed (CON Hisp, CON Hisp Ling,

CON SW, or CON Port) in consultation with an advisor.

Grand Total Credits: 54
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No

No Rules

Degree Requirements

Requirements

Concentrations

Program Concentrations

Concentration Required

Emphases

Emphasis required Emphasis Hours

Emphasis Rules

Program Learning Outcomes



1. Students accurately describe a broad range of literary and cultural primary texts, or linguistic theories and phenomena, in

Spanish and Portuguese, demonstrating an understanding of the cultural, historical, and linguistic contexts that shape these

texts and phenomena.

2. Students accurately describe current scholarly interpretations of literary and cultural texts or linguistic phenomena in

Spanish and Portuguese, recognizing the contributions of diverse scholarly traditions and perspectives.

3. Students relate texts or data to historical, literary, cultural, psychological, and/or social contexts as appropriate,

demonstrating an understanding of the complex relationships between the Spanish and Portuguese-speaking worlds and

their cultural, social, and historical contexts.

4. Students present their ideas and original research using genres and conventions appropriate to the disciplines of

Spanish and Portuguese studies, and they use sources ethically, demonstrating a command of the languages and critical

methodologies relevant to their research.

5. Students present research at local colloquia or professional conferences, or in peer-reviewed regional or national journals,

in Spanish, Portuguese, or both languages, engaging with diverse academic communities and contributing to ongoing

scholarly conversations.

--
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