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 1 

Justification 
 

 Associate of Arts Degree in Human Services, Concentration in Human Services in Tribal 
Communities 

 
According to the information provided by the Office of Enrollment Services at UNM 
Gallup, 54 students declared Human Services as their area of study.  Of these, 22 students 
were working towards their Associate of Arts degree and 32 students were pursuing the 
Certificate in Human Services. 
 
The current 67 credit AA in Human Services has not seamlessly transferred to the Family 
Studies Program at UNM ABQ or accepted toward a Human Services minor in the 
Bachelor of Arts in Family Studies. The minor in Human Services was deleted at UNM 
ABQ several years ago and the current Family Studies program is undergoing major 
changes to their curriculum.  
 
The proposed changes to the AA in Human Services call for the addition of three 
concentrations that are aligned with NM Common Core requirements and list only 
general education courses offered at the UNM Gallup campus in students’ program of 
study.  Two of the three concentrations (Substance Abuse and Human Services in Tribal 
Communities) provide licensure or provisional certification status that will allow students 
to earn marketable credentials along with their AA.  Each concentration requires seven 
(7) courses or 21 credit hours of electives in Human Services.  The proposed changes also 
include a required technology course and an additional three (3) credit hours of a 
language other than English. Articulation agreements have been developed with Eastern 
New Mexico University, New Mexico Highlands University, New Mexico State 
University and Western New Mexico University pending final approval of the proposed 
changes to the Certificate and Associate of Arts degree in Human Services.  The new AA 
in Human Services will increase by one (1) credit hour. 
 
Concentration in Human Services in Tribal Communities 
 
The status of children in New Mexico is a major concern and Gallup-McKinley County’s 
proximity to the Navajo Nation and Zuni Pueblo strongly suggest that the preparation of 
knowledgeable and culturally competent professionals in Indian Child Welfare is sorely 
needed.  The Zuni Governor and Tribal Council endorsed the Concentration in Human 
Services in Tribal Communities on June 25, 2013. 
 
All seven (7) courses (21 credit hours) will be accepted in transfer by Eastern New 
Mexico University, New Mexico Highlands University, New Mexico State University 
and Western New Mexico University. 
 
The proposed revisions to the Associate of Arts degree in Human Services were approved 
by the UNM Gallup Curriculum Committee on April 26, 2013. 
 
 



 2 

Long Range Planning Impact 
 
The proposed changes to the Associate of Arts degree in Human Services offers students 
an option to pursue one of three concentrations and (1) make timely progress towards 
completion of program requirements within 150% time;  (2) strengthen course 
sequencing to allow students to gain increasing knowledge and skills from previous 
coursework; (3) transfer seamlessly to NM undergraduate programs by decreasing 
unnecessary courses that will not transfer; (4) include a capstone course to be offered 
concurrently with the field internship to allow for appropriate outcome(s) assessment; (5) 
placement in an appropriate field internship that reflects a students’ concentration; and 
(6) offer students the opportunity to earn marketable credentials with the AA degree in 
Human Services.   
 
The long-term goal is to increase the number of American Indian students completing 
baccalaureate and masters’ degrees. 
 
Budget Analysis 
 
The three (3) required courses for this concentration (Navajo Traditional and Customary 
Laws, Domestic Relations and Original and Alternative Dispute Mediation) are also 
required for the (revised) Tribal Court Advocate Program.  These courses will be offered 
by the full-time faculty member that will teach the required tribal court advocate courses.  
 
Faculty Workload Implications 
 
All but three (3) of the required courses for the Concentration in Human Services in 
Tribal Communities can be provided by the existing full-time tenured faculty member.  
The three required courses with specialized content in Indian Child Welfare laws, family 
conferences and dispute mediation will be offered to both Tribal Court Advocate and HS 
students pursuing this concentration by the faculty teaching in the tribal court advocate 
program. 
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