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The Physics and Astronomy faculty have approved this change in order to align the
BA in Physics and Astrophysics degree program with its original goal: to serve
students who wish to build a solid training in physics, but who do not wish to
pursue a career in scientific research.

For reference, here is the catalog description of the BA program:
The B.A. degree is designed for people interested in physics, astrophysics and science in general who

are not seeking a career in scientific research. Rather, these students should use the flexibility within the
program to choose minors or an additional major in other areas, such as management, education,

communications, journalism, economics, history, political science, etc.

The proposed change increases the flexibility in the final two years; we feel the
current requirements are unnecessarily restrictive in the choice of junior/senior
classes. We are still requiring the same number of upper division classes as
currently so the total number of required classes has not changed. We provide
flexibility by requiring a core physics lecture class (from a wider list), and explicitly
require a laboratory class; we retain the requirement of one Astronomy class.

The proposed change will be accommodated within our current undergraduate
program assessment plan, specifically:
1) Assessment by the instructors (Instructor Reports) of critical 300 and
400 level courses
2) Continue with routine exit interviews
3) Continue with tracking of our graduates. We note here that two of our
recent featured speakers at the Annual Physics and Astronomy Open
House have been graduates of the BA program.

This proposed change will not impact the department’s long-range plan, budget, or
faculty workload.



Current Requirements:
B.A. in Physics and Astrophysics: ASTR 271; PHYC 290, **330; two courses chosen from PHYC **303,

**307L or *405; three additional 3 credit hour upper-level courses in Physics or Astronomy, one of which
must be in Astronomy, except for any one of the following problems courses: ASTR *455; PHYC *451,*
452.

Required supportive courses: MATH 311, **316.

Proposed Change:
B.A. in Physics and Astrophysics: ASTR 271; PHYC 290, **330; one course chosen from PHYC **301,

**303, *405, or *491; four additional 3 credit hour upper-level courses in Physics or Astronomy, one of
which must be in Astronomy and one of which must be a laboratory class, except for any one of the
following problems courses: ASTR *455; PHYC *451, *452.

Required supportive courses: MATH 311, **316.



