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If you take the major research institutions 
and tech clusters that are being created, 
how do you take them and arrange them 
in a purposeful way with mixed use 
housing and amenities that attract talent 
but work for industry?

Brooking Metropolitan Policy 
Program
Wired Magazine, Feb. 2012

BRUCE KATZ / 
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The Evolution of Research + Innovation
GOALS + OBJECTIVES /
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Creating a Research 
District

GOALS + OBJECTIVES /

MIT University Park / Cambridge, MA
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Creating a Research 
District

GOALS + OBJECTIVES /

QRDC Research District / Doha, Qatar
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ENVISIONING INNOVATE ABQ
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Leveraging both the assets of the city and the 
University, Innovate ABQ will be a catalyst for a 
new innovation economy in Albuquerque.

Objectives
PLANNING FRAMEWORK /
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Site Assessment
PLANNING FRAMEWORK /
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District
INNOVATE ABQ /
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Core Site
INNOVATE ABQ /
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Site Development Testing
PLANNING FRAMEWORK /



perkinswill.com 14

Innovate ABQ District
PLANNING FRAMEWORK /



MASTER PLAN
DESIGNING A RESEARCH 

DISTRICT
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It is not the strongest of the species that 
survive, nor the most intelligent, but the 
one most responsive to change.

CHARLES DARWIN / 
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Principles / Livability
MASTER PLAN /

• It should be as easy as possible to live a rich and interactive 
life without relying on an automobile for the majority of 
one’s daily routine. 

• We should have a highly functional system of moving 
people and goods

• Development should be focused on the quality of the 
process, not just the speed at which these events unfold. 

• Enhances retention of graduates and provides an 
environment for the creative class.

Livability is a strategy for creating a place 
where people want to live, and where they 
thrive as a result of living in this place.
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Principles / Accessibility
MASTER PLAN /

• Designing to accommodate as many people as possible as 
they all move through the city.

• Includes elements ranging from building access to 
transportation choices.

• Encourages systems that stimulate activity, and creates 
satisfaction with environment.

Simply put, accessibility is providing 
people with great options for getting 
around.



perkinswill.com 19

Principles / Walkability
MASTER PLAN /

• Critical to the success of a community and to the health of 
its citizens.

• Consists of a highly connected system of streets that 
supports healthy lifestyles and reduces dependency on 
automobiles.

• Creates conditions that promote the exchange of ideas and 
success of the community.
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Principles / Adaptability
MASTER PLAN /

• Requires the existence of a framework into which 
components can be inserted, changed, modified and 
replaced with minimal impact.

• The framework should be permanent.

• Streets are the single most important element.

• Appropriately sized blocks to accommodate a variety of 
uses and easy of development. 

The goal is to provide a lasting flexible 
system that will accommodate change long 
into the future with maximum efficiency.
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Principles / Sustainability
MASTER PLAN /

• We must align our actions with our goals.

• We should create a comprehensive strategy for creating 
better communities.

• We must constantly experiment and test.

• Courses can be modified to address alternative strategies, 
tactics, and components.

In highly complex processes simplicity and 
elegance are key to success.
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Vision
MASTER PLAN /



DESIGN GUIDELINES
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DESIGN GUIDELINES /
Development Guidelines
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DESIGN GUIDELINES /
Development Guidelines / Research Buildings
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DESIGN GUIDELINES /
Development Guidelines / Parcel Data
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Natural Gas Steam Electricity

Chilled Water Sanitary Sewer Water

Data

Storm Sewer

DESIGN GUIDELINES /
Utility Guidelines
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The goal is to make appropriate 
development as easy as possible to 
accomplish; removing roadblocks 
to doing the right thing.



PROCESS
OUR APPROACH
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Mapping &
Analysis

PROCESS /
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Understanding
Planning Context

PROCESS /



perkinswill.com 32

Measuring &
Benchmarking

PROCESS /

REGIONAL ACCESSIBILITY
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Collaborating With Stakeholders
PROCESS /

• Board of Regents

• University of New Mexico (UNM)

• UNM Health Sciences Center

• City of Albuquerque

• Bernalillo County
• Mid-Region Council of Governments 

(MRCOG)

• Architecture 2030

• Arts & Cultural District (ACD)

• Sandia National Laboratories (SNL)

• Innovate ABQ Task Force
• Central New Mexico Community College 

(CNM)

• East Downtown (EDo)

• Martineztown

• Laguna Pueblo
• Greater Albuquerque Chamber of 

Commerce (GACC)
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Prepare The Plan
PROCESS /



NEXT STEPS
THE WAY FORWARD

PERKINS+WILL. DEKKER/PERICH/SABATINI.



perkinswill.com 36

Phase 1
NEXT STEPS /
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