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   A minor in Museum Studies provides students with a truly interdisciplinary course of study to acquire academic knowledge and
practical training within the museum fields. While UNM currently offers an Undergraduate Certificate in Museum Studies, which is
popular  with students considering professional  careers with museums and cultural  organizations,  the cert if icate coursework is  often
taken in addit ion to credits needed for the student to graduate.  The Undergraduate Minor in Museum Studies will  al low students to
enroll  in a degree path which wil l  both compliment their  current  program of study and provide for-credit  t raining and internship
opportunit ies in f ields related to their  major without extending the number of credits  or  t ime needed toward graduation.  In addit ion to
fulfil l ing student requests for the Minor,  academic units also have indicated their strong interest in a Museum Studies Minor to expand
the applied learning opportunities for their students.  Interdisciplinary Programs, such as the Bachelors of Liberal Arts Degree, and
departmental  programs such as Anthropology have noted that  the Minor in Museum Studies will  provide students enrolled in their
major with skil ls  and theoretical  training that  wil l  enhance their  studies and their  employment opportunit ies upon graduation. 
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  Exact Title and Requirements as they should appear in the catalog.  

The Undergraduate Minor in Museum Studies provides UNM students with an academic foundation and practical training in the 

fundamentals of museology. The minor is designed to complement majors in the fields of anthropology, biology and environmental 

sciences, history, art and art history, and education. It is a good fit for any student interested in the role museums play in society or a 

potential museum career.  The program emphasizes mentoring and applied learning through a combination of academic instruction, 

supervised internships, and participation in professional work settings. Additional emphasis is placed on collection care, management, 

and preservation.  

The Minor consists of a minimum of 18 credit hours in Museum Studies (MSST), including 12 upper division (400 level) undergraduate 

credit hours of required coursework and 6 upper division credit hours of the students’ choosing within the Museum Studies program.  

Minor Study Requirements 

The Museum Studies minor consists of 18 credit hours as follows: 

Museum Practices (MSST 407) 3 

Museum Interpretation (MSST 475) 3 

Museum Collection Management (MSST 476) 3 

Practicum: Museum Methods (MSST 486) ∆ 3 

Upper Division Museum Studies Courses** 6 

Minimum credit hours required: 18 

**Courses taken within a related discipline may be used upon petition to the Director. 

Note: Only courses in which a student has received a C grade or better (not C-) will be accepted toward the major or 
minor.  Courses required for a major may not be used to fulfill minor requirement. 

 



 

Reason(s) for Request  

A minor in Museum Studies provides students with a truly interdisciplinary course of study to acquire academic knowledge and practical 
training within the museum fields. While UNM currently offers an Undergraduate Certificate in Museum Studies, which is popular with 
students considering professional careers with museums and cultural organizations, the certificate coursework is often taken in addition 
to credits needed for the student to graduate.  

The Undergraduate Minor in Museum Studies will allow students to enroll in a degree path which will both compliment their current 
program of study and provide for-credit training and internship opportunities in fields related to their major without extending the number 
of credits or time needed toward graduation.  

In addition to fulfilling student requests for the Minor, academic units also have indicated their strong interest in a Museum Studies 
Minor to expand the applied learning opportunities for their students. Interdisciplinary Programs, such as the Bachelors of Liberal Arts 
Degree, and departmental programs such as Anthropology have noted that the Minor in Museum Studies will provide students enrolled 
in their major with skills and theoretical training that will enhance their studies and their employment opportunities upon graduation. 

 

Justification for the Museum Studies Minor 

The state of New Mexico ranks tenth in the United States in the number of museums per capita, and each year the number of museums 
and cultural organizations grows while existing organizations expand to meet increasing demand. As the state’s flagship university, 
UNM lacks an educational path to the museum profession, which supports public interest in cultural heritage, informal and life-long 
learning, and public interpretation of the arts, history, science, and the environment. There is a pressing need for trained museum 
professionals, and the path to a successful career begins with a high-quality undergraduate education.  

The Undergraduate Minor in Museum Studies will provide UNM undergraduate students with academic and practical training in the 
fundamentals of museology.  The program emphasizes mentoring and applied learning through a combination of academic instruction, 
supervised internships, and participation in professional work settings. Emphasis is placed on collection care, management, and 
preservation.  

Students who complete the Minor in Museum Studies will acquire skills and experiences that prepare them for early-career employment 
opportunities at museums and related facilities. The Minor provides training opportunities for individuals from underrepresented groups, 
including Native American tribal members, seeking careers in emerging community museums and cultural institutions. Additionally, we 
anticipate that the minor will inspire some students to continue their education and training at the graduate level here at UNM. 

 

Impact on long-range planning 

Because all of the courses in the proposed Museum Studies Minor are currently offered on a regular basis in the Museum Studies 
curriculum, as part of the Undergraduate Museum Studies Certificate, there will be no significant impact on long-range planning.  

 

Budget Analysis and Faculty Workload Implications 

Implementing the Museum Studies Minor should not result in any significant budgetary impact or increase to faculty workloads, as all of 
the courses required for the Minor are already being taught.  

The required undergraduate courses for the Museum Studies Minor [MSST 407 Museum Practices (3), MSST 475 Museum 
Interpretation (3), MSST 476 Museum Collection Management (3), MSST 486 Practicum: Museum Methods (3)] are taught annually on 
a rotating basis as part of the Undergraduate Certificate in Museum Studies. Additional required credits (6) may be selected from 
currently available course offerings, including additional Practicum credits, the MSST 429 Museum Topics (1-6), and MSST 485 
Seminar in Museum Methods. 

While the Minor will increase the number of students enrolled in these courses, it is not anticipated that the increase will necessitate 
adding new sections. 
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