
DEGREE/PROGRAM CHANGE
FORM C 

Form Number: C1512 

Fields marked with * are required

Name of Initiator: Victor Wai Tung Law     Email: vlaw@unm.edu     Phone Number: 505 277-2565            Date:
1 0 - 2 6 - 2 0 1 4  

Associated Forms exist?
 

Yes Initiator's Title Assistant Professor: Organization, Information, &

Faculty Contact Victor Law Administrat ive Contact Linda Wood
Depar tmen t Organization, Information, & Learning Sciences Admin Email woodl@unm.edu

Branch Admin Phone 2 7 7 - 4 1 3 1

Proposed effective term

      Semester Fall Year 2015

Course Information 

Select Appropriate Program Graduate Degree Program

Name of New or Existing Program PhD in Organization, Information, and Learning Sciences 
Select Category Major Degree Type PhD

Select Action Revision

Exact Title and Requirements as they should appear in the catalog. If  there is a change, upload current and
proposed  requi rements .  
See current catalog for format within the respective college (upload a doc/pdf file) 

Catalog Change to the Doctoral Program.docx
Prerequisite_Change_to_the_Doctoral_Program.docx

Does this change affect other departmental program/branch campuses? If yes, indicate below. 

   Reason(s) for Request (enter text below or upload a doc/pdf fi le) 
   see  the  a t tached doc 

Justifications of the Catalog change to the Doctoral Program.docx
Justifications of the Pre-requisite change to the Doctoral Program.docx

Upload a document that  inlcudes just if ication for the program, impact on long-range planning,  detai led budget analysis and faculty
workload implications. (upload a doc/pdf fi le)

Faculty Load Implications for PhD Catalog change Form C.docx
Faculty Load Implications for PhD Pre-requisite change Form C.docx

Are you proposing a new undergraduate degree or new undergraduate certificate? If yes, upload the

fol lowing documents.

Upload a two-page Executive Summary authorized by Associate Provost. (upload a doc/pdf fi le)

Upload memo from Associate Provost  authorizing go-ahead to ful l  proposal . (upload a doc/pdf fi le)

mailto:vlaw@unm.edu
https://curric.unm.edu/getfile.cfm?file_ID=6694
https://curric.unm.edu/getfile.cfm?file_ID=7251
https://curric.unm.edu/getfile.cfm?file_ID=6695
https://curric.unm.edu/getfile.cfm?file_ID=7248
https://curric.unm.edu/getfile.cfm?file_ID=6696
https://curric.unm.edu/getfile.cfm?file_ID=7249


Exact Title and Requirements as they should appear in the catalogue 

Current Catalog: 

 

Requirements: 

An OILS Ph.D. candidate must complete an approved program of studies, exclusive of the dissertation, of no less 

than 78 graduate credit hours. All candidates complete the required core courses (18 credit hours), concentration 

courses (15 credit hours), interdisciplinary supporting area courses (30 credit hours) and research courses (15 credit 

hours). 

Candidates for the Ph.D. are required to demonstrate inquiry skills appropriate to conducting scholarly research. The 

identification and certification of the inquiry skills are completed by the student’s Program of Studies Committee on 

Studies prior to the candidate’s starting work on a dissertation. 

The dissertation for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy must demonstrate an ability to conduct independent research 

and competence in scholarly exposition. It should present original investigation at an advanced level, of a significant 

problem and should provide the basis for a publishable contribution to the research literature of the major field. 

The Ph.D. degree in Organization, Information, and Learning Sciences includes a minimum 78 course work credit 

hours plus 18 dissertation hours. 

Proposed Catalog Change: 

Requirements: 

An OILS Ph.D. candidate must complete an approved program of studies, exclusive of the dissertation, of no less 

than 78 graduate credit hours. All candidates complete the required core courses (18 credit hours), concentration 

courses (15 credit hours), interdisciplinary supporting area courses (30 credit hours) and research courses (15 credit 

hours). 

Candidates for the Ph.D. are required to demonstrate inquiry skills appropriate to conducting scholarly research. The 

identification and certification of the inquiry skills are completed by the student’s Program of Studies Committee on 

Studies prior to the candidate’s starting work on a dissertation. 



The dissertation for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy must demonstrate an ability to conduct independent research 

and competence in scholarly exposition. Both traditional and non-traditional (hybrid) dissertation options are 

accepted. Students should choose an option in consultation with their committee members. It should present original 

investigation at an advanced level, of a significant problem and should provide the basis for a publishable contribution 

to the research literature of the major field. A non-traditional (hybrid) dissertation consists of a collection of related 

articles prepared and/or submitted for publication or already published. Each dissertation must include “introduction” 

and “conclusion” sections. The student must meet the general manuscript format criteria set forth in the UNM 

Catalog/Web site on manuscript guidelines. Students must adhere to copyright policies for obtaining permission to 

use a previously published manuscript. 

The Ph.D. degree in Organization, Information, and Learning Sciences includes a minimum 78 course work credit 

hours plus 18 dissertation hours. 

 



Exact Title and Requirements as they should appear in the catalogue 

Current Catalog: 

Doctoral Core (18 credit hours) 

Prerequisites: OILS 501, OILS 541 and EDPY 500 or equivalent courses. Prerequisites are not applied to the 

78 credit hours required. 

Proposed Catalog Change: 

Doctoral Core (18 credit hours) 

Prerequisites: OILS 501, OILS 541 and OILS 570 or equivalent courses. Prerequisites are not applied to the 78 credit 

hours required. 

 



The OI&LS faculty proposes to make two changes to the PhD requirements in the catalog: (1) change the 
pre-requisite of the Doctoral Core requirement, and (2) add a non-traditional (hybrid) dissertation 
option.  This Form C focuses on the second change – the addition of a non-traditional (hybrid) 
dissertation option. 

The OILS faculty proposes to change the dissertation requirement of the program to allow non-
traditional (hybrid) dissertation options.  The hybrid format allows graduates to produce three 
publishable papers, which can be published before graduates entering the job market.  In the current 
academic job market, it is crucial to have publications in order to find an academic job; likewise, for 
students seeking employment outside of academia, the ability to write shorter reports and evaluations 
is crucial to their success, and better preparation than the traditional dissertation format.  Therefore, 
the faculty proposes the change to make our doctoral graduates more competitive in the job market. 

The alternative dissertation requirement and the description of the non-traditional (hybrid) dissertation 
will be added in the “Requirements” section of the catalog, which is highlighted in red in the following 
section:  

The dissertation for the degree of Doctor of Philosophy must demonstrate an ability to conduct 
independent research and competence in scholarly exposition. Both traditional and non-traditional 
(hybrid) dissertation options are accepted. Students should choose an option in consultation with their 
committee members.  It should present original investigation at an advanced level, of a significant 
problem and should provide the basis for a publishable contribution to the research literature of the 
major field.  A non-traditional (hybrid) dissertation consists of a collection of related articles prepared 
and/or submitted for publication or already published. Each dissertation must include “introduction” 
and “conclusion” sections. The student must meet the general manuscript format criteria set forth in the 
UNM Catalog/Web site on manuscript guidelines. Students must adhere to copyright policies for 
obtaining permission to use a previously published manuscript. 



The OI&LS faculty proposes to make two changes to the PhD requirements in the catalog: (1) change the 
pre-requisite of the Doctoral Core requirement, and (2) add a non-traditional (hybrid) dissertation 
option.  

This Form C focuses on the first change – the change of the pre-requisite of the Doctoral Core 
requirement. 

The OI&LS faculty proposes to change one of the pre-requisites of the Doctoral Core requirement from 
EDPSY 500 to OILS 570 that is currently submitted for approval (previously offered as OILS 593, 
Proseminar for OILS).  A Form B is submitted for to add OILS 570 to the catalog.  The new course focuses 
on the needs of the OI&LS Doctoral Program, such as literature review and academic writing as well as 
covering various research methods.  The faculty believes that the new course will better prepare the 
students in doctoral studies by being tailored to our students and content focus. 



The Program of Organization, Information, and Learning Sciences proposes to (1) change 
one of the pre-requisite requirements, and (2)add a non-traditional (hybrid) dissertation option to 
the Doctoral Program.  No faculty workload will be affected by this change.  



The Program of Organization, Information, and Learning Sciences proposes to change 
one of the pre-requisite requirements.  Since existing faculty is teaching the pre-requisite, which 
has been taught for twice in the past two years, no faculty workload will be affected by this 
change.  
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