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MEMO 
 
 

To:  Elizabeth Barton, Associate Registrar 
From:   Lorie Brau, Associate Prof. of Japanese 
Re:  Eliminating the Asian Studies Major 
Date:  21 January 2015 
 
 
The East Asian Studies major, to be housed in the department of Foreign 
Languages and Literatures will replace the Asian Studies major.  Current majors 
in Asian Studies (as well as declared majors as of Spring 2015) will be allowed to 
either complete their BA in Asian Studies (according to the 2014-2015 catalogue) 
by the graduation date of Spring 2020.  Alternatively, they may transfer to the 
new East Asian Studies BA if they prefer.  We request that the Asian Studies 
major be deleted as of Fall 2015, and that Advisors and the Admissions Office be 
notified that the Asian Studies major (ASIN) is no longer available. 
 
Thank you. 
 



REASON FOR REQUEST:  DELETION OF ASIAN STUDIES MAJOR 
 

In the fall of 2014, the Foreign Languages and Literatures department submitted a 
proposal outlining a new major called “East Asian Studies.” This new major will replace 
the current Asian Studies major.  Like the deleted Asian Studies major, the new East 
Asian Studies major will be inter-disciplinary, but will offer students interested in China 
or Japan an opportunity to acquire a higher degree of proficiency in Japanese and Chinese 
language and cultures than has been required by the present Asian Studies major.   
 
Why the change? 

The review team who participated in the 2013 International Studies program APR 
self-study recommended the elimination of the current Asian Studies major (as well as 
European Studies) for a number of reasons.  While Asian Studies continues to attract a 
fair number of majors (16 declared, 4 intended majors as of the beginning of Fall 2014) 
and minors, these students have found it difficult to complete their degree in a timely 
manner because of a lack of faculty to teach the courses required for this inter-
disciplinary program.  A number of Asian Studies faculty have retired and have not been 
replaced. Often students must fulfill their requirements with classes that have little to do 
with their chosen East Asian focus.  For example, students focusing on Japan have had to 
take history courses on the Middle East to meet the history requirement for the major. 

Additionally, of the three focus areas prescribed for the Asian Studies major—
East Asia, South Asia, and the Middle East—East Asia has drawn the greatest number of 
students for the last ten or more years.  There have been fewer Asian Studies majors 
concentrating on the Middle East, in spite of the build-up of Arabic in FLL.  One reason 
for this may be the establishment of the International Studies major, which has attracted 
many students whose interests lean more toward the social science fields. It appears that 
most students concentrating on the Middle East are choosing to major in International 
Studies.  
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